
Micraioideae, and Panicoideae or approximately 41% of the
grasses.

Suprageneric names
There are still problems with the application of some of the
earliest proposed suprageneric names. As already indicated by
Clayton (1981), those proposed by Link (1827) are especially
problematical. Link used (pp. 1!254) the rank of ordo for
Gramineae, the rank of Sectio for 10 taxa (these are all
descriptive names under misplaced rank and, therefore,
invalid) below Gramineae, and below that, the ranks of
familia, div. (¼ familia), and subordo for additional supra-
generic names. Link (1827) summarized his classification
(pp. 267!272), in part, and the rank of Sectio is explicitly
changed to suborder. Furthermore, the next lower rank is

unnamed and the terminations are used in a very irregular
way. So although these can be considered as alternative
names (possible before 1953), they only function as unranked,
suprageneric names. If, following the first part of Art 18.2 of
the Melbourne Code, ordo is taken to mean family rank, then
all of Link’s names would be invalid because their ranks would
be misplaced. However, applying the second clause of Art.
18.2 [“unless this treatment would result in a taxonomic
sequence with a misplaced rank-denoting term”] and literally
accepting the ranks in the modern sense of order, suborder,
and family, the problem of misplaced ranks is avoided, the
names are validly published, and the terminations of these
names can simply be corrected as necessary. This was
the interpretation of Reveal (2015) and is adopted by us.
Consequently, none of Link’s (1827) names can be applied at

Fig. 1. A phylogenetic classification of the Poaceae, includes 12 subfamilies, 51 tribes, and 80 subtribes evolving clockwise from
Joinvillea and Ecdeiocolea (outgroups). Triangles are proportional in height to the size of the taxonwhere the Poinae is the largest
with 697 species; BOP¼Bambusoideae, Oryzoideae, and Pooideae; PACMAD¼Panicoideae, Aristidoideae, Chloridoideae,
Micrairoideae, Arundinoideae, and Danthonioideae.
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